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Book Section 
By H. Bruce Carnall 

SO OUR PRESIDENT has written a book1 Opening with, 
"Despite fhe fact that there is already quite an array 
of good instructional books on the market, ski-ing as a 
subject is by no means exhausted, even though its 
readers may be." Frederick A. Hall and Nathaniel A. 
Benson present a rather unusual instructional book 
entitled IMPROVE YOUR SKI-ING. 

The book is divided into five sections: First 
Principles, Control, Confidence, Speed, and Competitive 
Ski-ing. First Principles is an adequate introduction to 
theoretical ski-ing as expounded in this book. Control 
emphasizes the need for proper equipment and introduces 
the first steps in running on the level, climbing, and 
controlled downhill running. Confidence continues with 
methods of control. gradually introducing and explain­
ing the more difficult manoeuvres. Speed concerns itself 
with improving the runner's technique and introduces 
the high-speed or tempo turn that has provoked such 
controversy. The last section, Competitive Ski-ing, in 
addition to giving further particulars concerning all 
branches of competitive ski-ing, is probably unique in 
that lady skiers receive their due consideration. 

IMPROVE YOUR SKI-ING differs from most technical 
books on the subject in that the instruction is really 
progressive and that neither action photographs nor 
drawings are depended upon to illustrate the man­
oeuvres. Meet Monty the Model Skier1 Monty is a 
wooden model correctly outfitted with the necessary 
equipment-see Control-and during the summer he 
learned all there is to know about ski-ing. You must 

see him whizz down a steep slope making perfect 
christies on Pulver-Salz. Photographs and drawings 
have been disappointing but Monty clearly illustrates 
ski, stick, and body positions in various phases of the 
manoeuvres shown. Having seen only a few photo­
graphs of Monty-t~e proofs that I . read. ar~ not 
illustrated- I am lookIng forward to seeIng hIm In the 
many other poses. 

Throughout IMPROVE YOUR SKI-lNG, one finds the 
sage advice of experienced ski-ing under our conditions 
and the text is never heav.Y because, just where things 
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begin to look serious, flashes of Hallish humour are 
introduced. 

By all means, read IMPROVE YOUR SKI-ING whether 
you are beginner or expert. 

Published in Canada by GEORGE J. McLEOD 
LIMITED, 266 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario, 
and in the United States of America by Dodge 
Publishing Company, New York City, at $2.00. 

• • • 
SKI-ING SIMPLIFIED, by H . T. Cliff, Honorary President, 
Toronto Ski Club, and other famous ski clubs. The 
author has been connected with ski-ing in Canada since 
its infancy. This is a concise book on ski-ing for 
average skiers but the expert skiers, as well. will get 
valuable hints and information from it. There has 
been built into the 128 pages the latest information on 
continental ski technique. 

There are 120 drawings which have been made up 
into sequences of six for each turn, which makes the 
action easy to follow. Added to this , SKI-ING SIMPLIFIED 
contains a wealth of information on all branches of 
the sport. 

Published by LONGMAN GREEN & CO., 215 
Victoria Street, Toronto, Canada, at $1.00 . 

• • • 
SNOW STRUCTURE AND SKI FIELDS, Being an Account of 
Snow and Ice Forms met with in Nature and a Study 
on Avalanches and Snowcraft, is the title of what is 
~nquestionably the most outstanding and the most 
Important work yet produced on the scientific study of 
snowcraft. The author is Gerald Seligman, B.A., 
F. R .Met.Soc., Member ofthe International Commission 
of Snow, and Former President of The Ski Club of Great 
Britain. 

Readers of The British Ski Year Book are already 
familiar with Mr. Seligman's work on snowcraft through 
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There are 120 illustrations carefully drawn from 
special moving, picture sequences. Added to this, 
~ki- ing Simplified contains a wealth of information 
on all branches of the sport never before presented in 
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his contributions entitled "An E xamination of Snow 
Deposits." 

SNOW STRUCTURE AND SKI FIELDS is divided into 
three parts: Part T, Physical and Mechanical Changes 
in Snowfields; Part II, Mechanical Aspects of Avalanche 
Development; and Part III, Practical Aspects of the 
Foregoing (Avalanches and Their Avoidance, Rescue 
Methods, Snow and Ski-ing Conditions in Spring, 
Summer and Winter). Part I describes the instruments 
and methods used as well as the various forms of snow 
and ice met with in nature. Part II is devoted to the 
movement of snow, telling why and how avalanches 
occur. Part III classifies the various forms of avalanches, 
makes many practical suggestions concerning Safety in 
the Mountains, and describes the various snow condi­
tions to be expected at different times of the year. 
Appendix I, Weather Conditions in the Alps, by C. 
K. M. Douglas, B .A., F . R. Met. Soc., of the Meteoro­
logical Office of the Air Ministry, is exceptionally clear 
and valuable. 

This dry recital of the contents suggests an instruc­
tive but rather dull book. Fortunately, this is not the 
case because, while eminently informative, SNOW 
STRUCTURE AND SKI FIELDS is a most interesting and 
readable masterpiece. Every serious skier- even those 
of us who do not ski in really alpine terrain- should . 
read and study Mr. Seligman' s 555-page SNOW 
STRUCTURE AND SKI FIELDS. 

J t is practically impossible for anyone to conceive 
the tremendous amount of work, the many careful 
observations, the exacting experiments, and the vast 
practical experience from which this book has resulted. 
In some ways, it is like an encyclopaedia: there is an 
exhaustive index at the back, references are given at 
the end of each chapter, and, when looking for some­
thing, one gets sidetracked and so interested in some 
o ther point turned up, tha t the original quest is 
forgotten. The book must be readable ! 
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Recognition must be given to the 371 excellent 

illustrations. Mr. Seligman is himself an amateur 
photographer of note and to his own have been added 
many others by such well-known photographers as 
Gaberell, Hoek, Klopfenstein, and Steiner. The photo­
microgral2hs are exceptional. 

Part I of SNOW STRUCTURE AND SKI FIELDS is 
intended for the scientist while Parts II and III are for 
the practical man. The layman who reads Part I , 
however, will have a much better understanding of the 
subject than otherwise. In addition, those even slightly 
interested in snowcraft, will find Part I not only easily 
understood but also very interesting. 

Mr. Seligman is to be highly commended upon 
producing such an easily understood, interestingly 
written, and authorita tive book on this difficult subject. 
I hope that many Canadians will read it . 

Published by THE MACMILLAN COMPANY OF 
CANADA, LIMITED, 70 Bond Street, Toronto, 
Ontario, at $7.50. Illustrated brochure available on 
reques t. 

• • • 
M OST of the thrill in ski-ing comes from speed and those 
who would ski fast- both racers and tourers- should 
carefully study Peter Lunn's HIGH-SPEED SKI-ING. 

Peter Lunn is one of England' s best downhill racers. 
He started sl<i-ing at an early age. From the first, his 
father and many other well-known figures in the ski-ing 
world aided and encouraged him to perfect his technique. 
In the 1927-1928 Canadian Ski Anmwl, he was des­
cribed as A Great Young Ski Man. Since 1931, he has 
been a member of the British International Ski Team 
and he was Captain of the 1936 British Olympic Ski 
Tea!ll. He should know something about ski-ing. H e 
does. 

The four parts of HIGH-SPEED SKI-ING ,respectively 
deal with Technique, describing how the various 
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manoeuvres are accomplished; Racing, dealing solely 
with training, practismg, and actually competing; 
Equipment, showing what the competitor requires; and 
The Psychologv of Racing. 

Peter Lunn; unlike most writers, carefully describes 
the methods of doing the six cardinal turns, pointing out 
that all other turns, such as the stem christiania, are 
merely combinations of the fundamental turns. It is 
amazing how a first-class runner will at times combine 
different phases of various turns to form a unique 
entity serving his purpose for the moment. 

The advanced skier will derive considerable benefit 
from HIGH-SPEED SKI-ING and serious downhill and 
slalom racers will find the book invaluable. It is indeed 
seldom that a famous ski racer gives us his knowledge 
of equipment, training, waxing, and the hundred-and­
one little but important "tricks" that he has learned 
over a long period. HIGH-SPEED SKI-ING is very highly 
recommended to advanced skiers. 

Published in Canada by S. J. REGINALD 
SAUNDERS, 84-86 Wellington Street West, Toronto 
2, Ontario; in England by METHUEN & Co., LTD., 
36 Essex Street, London, W.C.2; and in the United 
States of America by STEPHEN DAYE PRESS, 
Brattleboro, Vermont, at $1.25. 

• • • 
IF READ solely for the ski-ing, you may be disappointed 
in ANTONY, but you will never regret reading about the 
devoted son, splendid sportsman, intelligent thinker, 
and vibrant gentleman who was Antony Knebworth. 

It was one of Viscount Knebworth's ambitions to 
write a book; but this he never did. His father, Earl of 
Lytton, compiled and edited ANTONY which, being 
essentially extracts from his son's letters----:and what a 
letter writer he was- make this work an autobiography 
rather than a biography. Therefore, a lthough h e 
actually didn't, Viscount Knebworth did write his book! 

While ski-ing was not his life, it is as a skier that we 
should speak of him here; leaving the many other 
interesting aspects of his life to yoUl" discovery through 
the boole 

Somehow, I feel that ski-ing played a much greater 
part in his life than the book leads one to believe. In 
1912, at the age of eight, his father took him to Miirren, 
Switzerland, and he was there introduced to ski-ing. 
The sport appealed greatly and the family .went again to 
Miirren the next year. Then the War, whIch prevented 
the a'nnual holiday in the Alps, and it was not until 
1920, at the age of seventeen, that he again visited 
Miirren. Vacations in Switzerland then became an 
annual event, and in 1924 he won the Roberts of 
Kandahar as well as making a creditable showing in the 
British Ski Cham,Pionships. It was in 1924 that h e 
really took to ski-mg and his letters of that time show 
not only his great love of the sport but also his sincere 
appreciation of the beauties and joys of winter. In 
1925 he followed his family to India where he was not 
able to manage very much ski-ing and the next Swiss 
holiday was in 1928 when he competed joyously and 
successfully. the financial crisis and the depreciation of 
the pound sterling prevented the 1932 vacation and his 
last holiday in Switzerland was in 1933 when, during the 
winter, he also managed to visit and ski in Sweden. 

With everything to live for and just as he had "won 
his wings" in more ways than one and in more fields of 
endeavour than one, this young man was instantly 
killed in an Auxiliary Air Force practice manoeuvre. 
Concerning the funeral, Arnold Lunn wrote "There was 
nothing dreary about the spring field in which Tony 
was buried. The ·evening air was fragrant with the 
scent of blossom and I think Tony would have liked 
the "K" formed of blue gentians, which had been sent 
from Miirren, and which stood out against the back­
ground of countless floral tributes as a link with the 
mountains which he loved." 

At" the time of his death, Viscount Knebworth was 
President of the Kandahar Ski Club, Secretary of the 
British Universities Ski Club, and a member of the 
Council of The Ski Club of Great Britain. 

ANTONY is the sort of book which, after you have 
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read it, makes you vaguely wish that you hadn't­
because then you could have the pleasure of discovering 
it a ll over again. 

Published by S. J. REGINALD SAUNDERS, 84-86 
Wellington Street West, Toronto, 2, Ontario, at 
$3.00. 

• • • 
S UR PRISINGLY, there has been but comparatively little 
interest shown here in the history of ski-ing. Few know 
how the ski originated, the various forms it took in . 
different localities, and of the runic stones with rough 
carvings showing us that skis were used in the daily 
course of life, travel, hunting, and war in ancient times. 
Even the origin of the word itself is not generally known_ 
In 60 CENTUR,IES OF SKI-lNG, by Charles M . Dudley, we 
find: "The modern word ski perhaps came from the 
Latin, scindere, meaning to split; since skis were at first 
spli t out of the solid log. This became skidor in the 
Scandinavian language. In connection with the history 
of the word, it is exceedingly interesting to consider the 
present controversy over the pronunciation of ski, A 
hundred years ago, the word ski was pronounced 
'skee' in all countries. The Germanic tongues, on the 
other hand, had used the word schi, pronounced 
'shee', which had Gothic derivation. At that time 
German had a marked influence on Norwegian and the 
Norwegian ski came to be pronounced 'shee', 
However, the Germans accepted the Norwegian 
spelling ski but reta ined their own pronunciation. 
The Americans have accepted the Norwegian word ski 
and apparently Anglicized it, but actually have gone 
back to the original Norwegian pronunciation." 

The book is divided into two parts. The first, 
Down lhe Years, briefly covers prehistoric ski-ing, early 
mention of ski-ing in literatnre, the transition of ski-ing 
from a strictly utilitarian mode of travel tb a sport, and 
its development (especially in the U .S.A.) since that 
time. The second part, Around lhe World, takes the 
reader on a brief tour of most countries where there is 
ski-ing. The general terrain, the principal centres, the 
organization of the sport, and many other features of 
each country are described. 

Especially noteworthy, are the superb illustrations 
from many parts of the world. The early drawings and 
carvings shown in the first few chapters of the book are 
most interesting. 

It has been said that Mr. Dudley has tried to cover 
too much ground foe one volume and, while this may 
be true, let it also be said that 60 CENTURIES OF 
SKI-lNG, with its interesting accounts and delightful 
illustrations, should do much to awaken popular interest 
in the history of our sport. In this connection, readers 
are also referred to Arnold Lunn's A HISTORY OF 
S KI-ING which deals more particularly with early 
British ski-ing. 

Published by the STEPHEN DAYE PRESS, Brattle­
boro, Vermont, U.S.A., at $3.00. 

• • • 
SKILAUF IN BILDERN, 
by Max Winkler, like 
The Wonders of Ski-ing, 
contains many-411 to 
be exact-reproductions 
of "stills" from movie 
films so arranged that 
the detail of a turn, for 1 /' 
instance, is cl ear ly • 
shown. These fascinat- ~ 
ing strips of photographs / 
are very effective for ,If 
instructional purposes /p ..1./ ' I 
and in this book there v"... I 
are also numerous un- ,/' ~ 
usual manoeuvres well IC'" $"~. " .. ',II. tlU 
illustrated and well des- U'JiL "'" ''':''' 
cribed. The photographs 
themselves are also of a high order. 

Published by BERGVERLAG RUDOLF ROTHER, 
Munchen 19, Hindenburgstrasse 49, Germany, at 
RM 4.--. 
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FRANCE 

COMPLETE information concerning the Federation 
Franc;aise de Ski is contained in their ANNUAIRE 
GENERAL DU SKI which was first published in 1934. In 
addition to recording the results of national and 
important international competitions, the ANNUAIRE 
gives details of the F .F .S. committees, member clubs, 
by-laws, etc. 

Each ,Year, the Federation Franc;aise de Ski also 
issues theIr CALENDRIER NATIONAL in which are listed 
the competitions and other events of the season. 

Published by the FEDERATION F RANCAISE DE 
SKI, 23 rue Denfert-Rochereau, Grenoble, France. 

• • • 
IN ADDITION to the wealth of information concerning 
tours, European centres, new equipment and styles, 
competitions and other events, in LA R EVUE DU SKI one 
finds many excellent articles and stories by that well­
known author Jacques Dieterlen who writes so well 
about ski-ing. One great feature of this monthly is the 
frequent appearance of Samival's excellent drawings. 
LA REVUE DU SKI, now in its eighth year, is an official 
publication of the Federation Franc;aise de Ski and is 
really worth-while. 

Published monthly by EDITIONS DE LA REVUE 
DU SKI, 10, Place Gutenberg, Strasbourg, France at 
70 Francs per year. 

• • • 
In SKI SPORTS D'HIVER, we find another admirable 
monthly. It is impossible to realize the beauty of the 
illustrations, the wealth of information in the articles, 
and just how interesting these magazines can be without 
examining copies. SKI SPORTS D'HIVER is an excellent 
publication and readers should certainly be well 
acquainted with European sl<i-ing in general and French 
ski-ing in particular. It is hoped that more French­
speaking Canadians will subscribe to such periodicals a s 
LA REVUE DU SKI and SKI SPORTS D'HIVER. 

Published monthly (eight numbers commencing 
in October) by SKI SPORTS D'HIVER, 4 rue Poussin, 
Paris (l6e), France, at 38 Francs per y ear. 

• • • 
GERMANY 

DER WINTER, one of 
the finest of all periodi­
cals devoted to winter 
sports, is an official 
~ublication of the 
German Ski Association 
(DSV). In addition to 
the notes and accounts 
of German ski-ing, there 
a re many interesting 
technical and descriptive 
articles dealing with all 
phases ofthe sport. The 
excellent cartoons and 
photographs are 
particularly noteworthy. 

Fifteen issues per 
year for RM 9.50 {lostpaid. Edited by CARL J. 
LUTH ER and published by BERGVERLAG RUDOLF 
ROTHER, Miinchen 19, Hindenburgstrasse 49, 
Germany. 

• • • 
SINCE the reorganization and state-control of German 
sport, SCHNEELAUF IN SCHWABEN is no longer an 
official publication and this, it appears, makes it very 
difficult to produce the magazine. Always interesting, 
amusing, and instructive, SCHNEELAUF IN SCHWAB EN, 
now in its thirteenth year, should not be allowed to 
lapse. 

Six issues per year (formerly there were fifteen) 
for RM-.60. Edited by HERMANN HENKEL and 
published by BUCIiDRUCKEREI HENKEL, Zuffen­
hausen. Postfach 43, Germany. 
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IN GERMANY, organized sport is controlled by the State 
and SKI-SPORT is the official publication of the ski 
division. This attractive and well-illustrated periodical 
contains numerous historical and technical articles as 
well as the official news of the various ski zones. Being 
concerned almost wholly with the 1936 Olympic Winter 
Games, the 1935-36 editions are especially interesting. 

Twenty-five issues per year for RM 6.--. Edited 
by H. V. HIRTH and published by REICHSPORT­
VERLAG, Berlin, SW68, Charlottenstrasse 6, 
Germany. 

• • • 
When purchasing German books and magazines, I 

have al,,:ays found Herr Alfred E. Glaeser, Stuttgart-N, 
Gymnasmmstrasse 13, Germany, very prompt, obliging 
and helpful. Herr Glaeser, himself a sluer, is well versed 
in English. When ordering books, it is advisable to 
forward a money order (not forgetting to include 
sufficient for the postage) in order to save delay. 

• • • 
POLAND 

EACH YEAR, the Polish Ski Associa tion (P.Z.N.) issues 
its KALENDARZ NARCIARSKI which is a pocket hand­
book giving what must be complete information about 
the Association. Under such illuminating headings as 
Mistrzowie Polski W Narciarstwie W Latach 1920-1935, 
one finds further entrancing details. A handbook of 
this sort should be very useful in the work of a ski 
association containing, as this one does, all the regula­
tions for competitions, test rules, names and addresses 
of member clubs, etc. 

Published annually by the POLSKI ZWIAZEK 
NARCIARSKI, Krakow, ul Pilsudskiego 13, Poland. 

• • • 
SPAIN 

P ENALARA, devoted to the interests of m~untaineers 
and skiers, is now in its twenty-fifth year. In addition 
to the usuaf club notices and announcements, there are 
numerous accounts of the snow and mountain sports in 
this attractive illustrated monthly. PENALARA has not 
been issued in recent months. 

Published by LA SOCIEDAD DEL MISMO NOMBRE 
Y DE LA U NION DE SOCIEDADES ESPANOLAS DE 
ALPINISMO, Apartado 720, Madrid, Spain. 

• • • 
SWITZERLAND 

TH E YEAR BOOK of the Swiss Ski Association excites 
the usual admiration. In particular, the illustrations are 
noteworthy and one feels inclined to have most of them 
framed . In common with other Swiss ski-publications, 
this YEAR BOOK is a combination of German, French, 
and Italian articles and notes. The articles are of 
universal interest. 

Edited by ALFRED FLUCKIGER; published by 
BUCHDRUCKEREI BUCHLER & CO., Berne, Switzer­
land, at Swiss Francs 4.50. 

• • • 
AGAIN we find superb illustrations in DER SCHNEEHASE, 
the year book of the Swiss Universities Ski Club. The 
fine reproductions of photographs in colour must arouse 
great envy in the breasts of rival editors. Although 
there is not a regular equipment section, in each issue 
there are articles and now we find the subjects of edges 
and the standardization of ski boot sole-angles dealt 
with very fully. As a whole, ski periodicals do not seem 
to devote suflicient space to articles concerning equip­
ment- but there may be considerable prejudice in this 
opinion. Great credit for the continued excellence of 
DE,R SCHNEEHASE is due to the editor, Dr. Walter 
Amstutz. 

Published for the Schweizerischen Akademischen 
Ski-Club, by ART. INSTITUT ORELL FussLI, Zurich, 
Switzerland at Swiss Francs 5.-. 
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SKI, the periodical of the Swiss Ski Association, is 
eagerly read twenty times each year. The latest news 
of the ski world, the latest results of competitions, the 
latest developments in ski equipment are usually to be 
found in SKI which, as an informative periodical, has 
few equals. 

Edited by K. GERBER, A. S. CRAUSAZ, and DR. 
]UR. PUNIO VERDA . Published by BUCHDRUCKEREI 
BUCHLER & Co., Berne, Switzerland at Swiss Francs 
10 per year, postpaid. 

• • • 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

THAT SKI-ING is now really popular in the U.S.A. is 
clearly evidenced by the AMERICAN SKI ANNUAL whose 
pages reflect the boundless enthusiasm for winter, ' for 
snow, and for ski-ing. 

With such increased and recent popula rity, many of 
the best localities are practically unknown to skiers and 
the AMERICAN SKI ANNUAL rightly contains numerous 
illustrated articles describing the possibilities and what 
has already been accomplished in various regions. 

Much of the 1935-36 issue was devoted to National 
Downhill Championships held at Mount Ranier. 
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Alexander H. Bright and Charles M. Dudley con­

tribute an article on equipment and it is hoped that this 
subject will be a regular feature in future issues. In this 
connection, one must not neglect to mention Oscar 
Pennyfeather's erudite Noles on Waxing which must 
have provoked considerable mirth. 

The illustrations a re worthy of special note as they 
give one a very graphic idea of the terrain in the various 
localities. Dwight Shepler's water - colours are 
exceptional. 

After considerable searching, the editor's name was 
found on page 147. 

Edited by NATHANIEL L. GOODRICH, Dartmouth 
College Library, Hanover, N .H. ; published for the 
National Ski Association by the UNITED STATES 
EASTERN AMATEUR SKI ASSOCIATION, Bellows Falls, 
Vermont, U.S.A. a t $1.00. 

• • • 
ANYONE wishing to bring publications to the attention 
of the readers of the YEAR BOOK or desirous of sub­
mitting a review (again hopefully suggested) is requested 
to inform the writer at 23 Otter Crescent, Toronto, 12, 
Ontario, Canada. 

• • • 
Ski-ing in Manitoba 

By A. A. McCoubrey 

A SKIER of the modern school o~ d~w~hill r.un,?-ing, 
were he condemned to spend his life III Wlllmpeg, 

would, no doubt, after one look at the surrounding 
country, strap up his skis and put them 'away in the 
attic. For, viewed from any building top, the country, 
in every direction of the compass, appears as fla t as 
the proverbial pancake. Situated at the bottom of old 
glacial lake Agassiz, the plain appears to stretch away 
endlessly north and south. To the east, forty miles 
away, is the hummocky pre-Cambrian surface and 
sixty miles away on the west, but beyond the range of 
vision, is the sharply marked edge of the Manitoba 
escarpment which rises some 500 feet above the plains. 

Such is the persistence of habit, however, that forty 
or fifty years ago some of the Norse settlers fashioned 
skis patterned after those worn at home and glided over 
the thin snows of the prairie. 

It is not the purpose of this article to discuss the early 
history of ski-ing III Manitoba, except in-so-fa r as it 
affects' the existing clubs. Nor is it possible at the 
present time to evaluate fully the possibilities in this 
Province. The attractive terrain in the southwest and 
northwest corners of the Province is too sparsely 
settled and remote from active skiers to be known . A 
glorious field of exploration awaits the western 
enthusiast. 

Ski-ing for the writer began some 27 years ago in 
Winnipeg when George D ' Armandaritz persuaded him 
to invest in a pair of skis and a couple of textbooks. 
Neither of us had any experience in the art . In search 
of slopes on which to practise downhill running and 
turns we naturally gravitated to the banks of the Red 
and Assiniboine rivers and during the week-ends found 
congenial souls similarly occupied. 

Nogi Schmid, famous in Zurich sport circles, Einar 
Bjerke, recently arrived from Norway, the Soot boys, 
Claud Gray, George and myself met week after week 
and out of our association was founded the Winnipeg . 
Ski Club in the winter of 1911-1912. This club in 
common with similar clubs has, during the past twenty­
four years, had its ups and downs. It has passed 
through four fairly definite phases in its life history. 

The first two years were formative ones, followed 
by an influx of Scandinavians with resulting stress 
being laid on jumping and the erection of a fine timber 
jump on the Assiniboine_ Then followed the war 
with cessation of activities and the post-war phase 
culminating in the erection of a big jump (the present 
structure) on the Red river. Interest died down in the 

middle twenties and the present phase opened when 
downhill running began to be widely publicized. 

Last winter saw the club housed in a new clubhouse 
near the jump and members enjoying the new experience 
of snow trains to distant ski territory at La Riviere and 
Miami. An international jumping tournament with 36 
visitors from North Dakota was a~ly handled by AI. 
Carnell and his committee. Harold Harriman provided 
the driving force necessa ry to make a clubhouse possible. 

LA RIVIERE SKI CLUB.-This club is composed of a 
small group of young men imbued with the exploratory 
turn of mind. Three years ago they sought for good ski 
territory within reach of Winnip_eg and found it at La 
Riviere, 112 miles southwest. H ere a huge valley has 
been excavated by the agency of bygone glaciers and 
on the banks of this runs have been cut, a 35-metre 
jU~I? built, and excellent nursery slopes put in com­
miSSIOn. 

Snow trains have been successfully operating during 
the past two winters and it is worthy of record here to 
note the date of the first ski train in Western Canada, 
Winnipeg to La Riviere-February 3, 1935. Bob 
Guthrie with a group of Canoe Club men deserves the 
cred i t for this enterprize. 

Under the guidance of Les. Speechly, new trails have 
been cut and slalom and downhill races of this club and 
the Winnipeg Ski Club will again be held here. 

Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery and the 
success of La Riviere has produced a host of imitators 
at Miami, Minnedosa, Neepawa and other places. All 
this will stimulate additional interest in the sport. 

BRANDON SKI CLUB.-Brandon, a town of some 
seventeen thousand people, is happily situated for ski­
ing in the deep valley of the Assiniboine 130 miles west 
of Winnipeg. Last winter saw the start of a very live 
club under the presidency of Howie Masson. Trails 
were cut and this season will find the club with a little 
clubhouse near the runs and a greatly increased 
membership. 

We started out with the intention of discussing ski­
ing in Manitoba only but we cannot conclude without 
a passing reference to the most overlooked ski-ing town 
in Canada, Fort William. Possibly Fort William skiers 
are too modest, but if any other town in the East or 
West possessed the excellent slalom slopes (lit up by 
electricity for night practise), delightful downhill trails, 
excellent jump and splendid club spirit that Fort 
William possesses, you may be sure that that town 
would have advertised the fact far and wide. 
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