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Fifth Annual Military 
Ski Race 

ON SUNDAY, February 19, 1939, a 
record entry list of twenty teams from 

the various militia regiments in Montreal com­
peted in the Fifth Annual Cross-Country Ski 
Race for the Hill 70 Military Ski Trophy. 

This race, which has been steadily increasing 
in popularity, was again run according to the 
rather ingenious set of rules which are peculiar 
to this event and which make it as much a test 
of a team's ability to find its way across rough 
and unfamiliar territory as a test of pure ski-ing 
ability. 

The starting point was at the Maison 
Blanche, St. Adele, P.Q., and, as in the past, 
teams of four were started at intervals, each 
team receiving at the last moment a map with 
instructions to go to a point indicated on it. 
On reaching that point, they met an outpost 
who gave them a second point on the map, and 
so on. Between points, observers were placed 
and their position indicated on the map, and 
any team seen by an observer was penalized. 

The first point was located quite high in the 
wooded hills east of Mont Rolland. This 
brought the contestants into a territory that is 
very little skied over, and teams were sorted 
out to quite an extent here as there was some 
heavy climbing to do and the outpost was 
rather difficult to find. 

The second point was not far from Lac Violon 
to the northeast of Mont Rolland. On this lap 
an observer was so placed that in order to avoid 
him teams had to take a long descent towards 
the north, "bush-whacking" all the way. Any 
team seen by this observer was completely dis­
qualified and three teams became casualities in 
this way by coming out of the woods too soon. 

The third lap brought the teams further 
north and across to the west of the railway 
between Mont Rolland and Ste. Marguerite; 
and the fourth and final lap, which was the 
longest and ended at Mont Rolland station, 
was across open country and was purely a test 
of ski-ing speed. 

For the third year in succession, a team from 
the Royal Canadian Artillery won the event. 
This means that the Artillery now retain 
permanent possession of the trophy. 

The winning team was composed of Captain 
Bob Walker Captain Bob Leggat, Lieutenant 
Jacques Derry and Lieutenant Gordon Savage, 
who completed the course in two hours and 
fifteen minutes. They were followed by a 
team from the Canadian Grenadier Guards 
with a time of two hours and thirty-one 
minu tes, and the third place was taken by a 
team from the Royal Canadian Corps of 
Signals with a time of two hours and forty-three 
minutes . 

Of the twenty teams which started four did 
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not finish and three were disqualified on being 
seen by an observer. 

Actually, the times clocked are very much 
slower than the running time would be over a 
marked trail of the same theoretical length. 
These times, coupled with the fact that four 
teams did not even finish, indicate to what a 
large extent success in this event is dependent 
on a team's ability to find its way in unfamiliar 
territory and to navigate in deep snow and 
through woods. It is for this reason that the 
race has a special interest, because it emphasizes 
a type of ski-ing which is not considered in the 
ordinary ski-racing events. 

The results are also a silent tribute to the 
ingenuity of those who set the course. It is a 
particularly difficult task and a grea t deal of 
credit goes to Major E. T. Renouf and his 
associates who did the planning of it this year. 

The complete resul ts follow:-
1 Royal Canadian Artillery, No.2 ... .... .. . 
2 Canadian Grenadier Guards, No.2 .. . .. . . . 
3 Royal Canadian Corps of Signals .... . ... . 
4 Duke of Connaught Royal Canadian 

Hussars, No . I . ... . .. . ......... . . . 
5 McGill University e.O.T.C., No. 2 ... . . . . . 
6 Loyola College C.O.T.C., No.1 . . .. .. . . . . . 
6 Canadian Grenadier Guards, No.3 ... . . .. . 
8 Black Watch (R.H .R. ) of Canada, No . 1. . . 
9 Loyola College C.O.T.C., Nc. 2 .... . . . .. . . 

10 Canadian Grenadier Guards, No.!. . ..... . 
11 Victoria Rifles of Canada, No.1. . .. ... . . . 
12 McGill University C.O.T.e., No.1.. 
13 Loyola College C .O.T.C., No . 4 ...... . . . . ' . 

• • • 

2 :15:0 
2:31 :0 
2 :43 :0 

2:49:5 
2 :54:0 
3:02:0 
3:02:0 
3 :15 :0 
3 :16:0 
3 :26 :0 
3:28 :0 
3 :41:0 
3:57 :0 

St. Margaret's Giant Slalom 

ON FEBRUARY 26 Dick Durrance, most 
famous of America's native skiers and 

one of the most consistent winners of ski races 
on the continent, won the giant slalom ski race 
on Mount Baldy over one of the best fields ever 
assembled for a ski event in Canada. 

The race was the first of its type to be staged 
in the Laurentians, a combination of downhill 
and slalom. It started near the top of the 
regular downhill course, cut through the woods 
to the slalom hill, through flags there, back 
through the woods to the downhill trail and on 
to the finish. It was conducted by the St. Mar­
garet's Ski Club, which plans to make it an 
annual aftair. The course was set by WaIter 
Klaus. 

The run was over half a mile in length and 
the diminutive Durrance covered the distance 
in one minute and twelve seconds. The Dart­
mouth student was just two-fifths of a second 
ahead of his coach, Walter Prager, former 
champion of Switzerland, while third place was 
taken by another Swiss instructor, Heinz von 
Allmen, of St. Margaret's, also a former cham­
pion of that country. Von Allmen was timed 
in one minute and fifteen seconds. 
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Bob Townsend, of McGill University, g;tve a 
remarkable display to take the fourth spot, 
four-fifths ofasecond behind vonAllmen. Town­
send was last to start in the field of thirty and 
consequently had the poorest course. An added 
disadvantage was the fact that snow began to 
fall heavily shortly before his turn came. 

The field included the best racers of Dart­
mouth, McGill, the Red Birds Ski Club, the 
St. Margaret's Ski Club and the St. Sauveur 
Ski Club. 

Durrance, Prager and von Allmen, with in­
ternational reputations, were favored to take 
the first three positions and lived up to expecta­
tions. Prager and von Allmen are both holders 
of the gold "AK" of the Kandahar Ski Club, 
most coveted of ski awards. This indicates that 
the runner finished in the first three in the 
Arlberg-Kandahar races on three ocasions. 
Only five skiers in the world have done so. 

1 R. Durrance, Darlmoulh. . . . . . 1: 12.0 
2 W. Prager, FIS, Darlmoulh .. . " 1:12.4 
3 H. von Allmen, FIS. Sl. Margarel . .... . . ... 1 :15.0 
4 R. Townsend. McGill . . . . . . 1 :15.0 
5 G. Jost. Red Birds .. ... : . 1 :16.4 
6 Jim Houghton. Red Birds. 1 :18.0 

• • • 
Intercollegiate Ski Union 

By Craig BaLLanfyne 

DARTMOUTH'S supremacy in the college 
ski world, threatened for two days by 

McGill Universi ty's forces, was firmly re­
established here when the three-day Inter­
collegiate Ski Union's senior championships 
came to a close with the cross-country race. 

The Hanover,N.H., team placed its men first, 
second and fourth in the event while the best 
McGill could do was sixth, eighth and tenth. 
The points accumulated by Dartmouth in this 
event and in the combined cross-country and 
jumping gave the Indians .the Dar.tmouth ~up, 
team title emblem, by a substanhal margm. 

Howard Chivers, great Dartmouth lang­
laufer, gave a remarkable display to win the 
race, a good 12 miles of heart - breaking 
travelling in one hour, 38 minutes and 51 
seconds. Chivers was the fifth man to start 
and was in 15 minutes before any other racer. 

Second to him was Percy Rideou t of Dart­
mouth, who started thirty-second and was 
seventh to finish, less than two minutes behind 
the winner in elapsed time. Rideou t was also 
second in the jumping event and his showing 
gave him first in the combined . . 

Out of a possible 500 points for the five 
scoring events, Dartmouth totalled 486.2 to 
McGill's 471.05. McGill by virtue of team 
victories in the downhill and slalom races held 
a lead of seven points ·that was more than 
wiped out later. 

J3 

McGill had held high hopes of ending Dart­
mouth's perennial supremacy in the LS.U. but 
the Redmen's best langlaufers, Bobby 
Johannsen and Chris Mamen ran themselves 
out in the first part of the race. Johannsen 
covered the first part of the course at high speed 
but toward the end he was unable to keep it up. 
He managed to finish but was in thirtieth 
position. Mamen finished tenth. 

G. Gignac of Middlebury placed his college 
firmly in third place by a surprise win in the 
jumping. Johannsen was picked by aU to win 
this event but was not up to his usual standard. 

The meet was one of the best organized ever 
held in the Laurentians. The McGill Club, 
acting as host, was aided by the St. Margaret's 
Ski Club and by the Red Birds Ski Club. 

The cross-country started at the Alpine Inn 
and ended at Domain d'Esterel where the 
closing banquet was held and prizes presented. 

George Moore, who took third place in the 
combined as well as sL~th in the race, and Fred 
Moore who did well in both downhill and 
slalom, formed one of the strongest p:uts of the 
McGill team. 

SUMi'IARY TEAM SCORE 

Down- Lang- Com 
College hill lauf Slalom Jump bined Total 

486.28 
471.05 
429.90 
415.90 
372.00 
371.10 
365.80 
325.45 
269.25 

1 Dartmouth . 94.62 99.60 94.51 97.65 99.90 
2 McGill 99.46 88.58 97.01 97.60 88.40 
3 M idd lebury. 89.40 89.05 88.60 84.25 78.60 
4 New Hampshire. . 90.40 82.45 91.80 81.65 69.60 
5 Vermont..... 83.75 71.75 79.95 76 .40 60.15 
6 Harvard. . . . 87.45 73.10 81.90 74.35 54.30 
7 Montreal. . . 80.65 83.75 65.80 81.40 54.20 
8 Williams ... 80 .05 62.30 68 .15 75.95 39.00 
9 Amherst. .. .... . 79.30 79.45 65.30 21.80 23 .40 

JUi'IPlNG 

1 E. Gignac, Middlebury . ...... .. ..... . 
2 P. Rideout. Dartmoulh . . . .. ... ........ .. . 
3 R. Durrance, Darlmouth . ........ . ...... . . 
4 R. Johannsen. McGill . . . . , . . . . ........ . . 
5 G. Moore, McGill . ... . ........ . .... . ... . 
6 C. Marnen, McGill .. .. ... ... ... .... .... . 

LANGLAUF 

1 H. Chivers. Darlmoulh . .. . .. .......... . . 
2 P. Rideout, Darlmonlh . .. . ... . . . . ..... . 
3 P. Townsend, New Hampshire . ... . .... . . 
4 C . McLane, Dartmouth ....... .. . 
5 1. Townsend, Middlebury . ....... .. . ... . 
6 G. Moore, McGill . .... . . ... .... . ..... . 

COMBINED 

1 P. Rideout, Darlmounlh . . ....... . . ... .. . . 
2 H. Chivers, Dartmoulh . .. .. . .. . ........ . . 
3 G. Moore, McGill . . ...... . ... . ......... . 
4 C. McLane, Darlmoulh . ........ . ... . .. . . 
5 Y. Brassard, Montreal. .......... . ...... . 
6 C . Marnen, McGill .. ...... . . .. ......... . 

DOWNHILL 

1 R. Durrance, Darlmouth . ........•....... 
2{R. Johannsen, McGill . . . ......... . ..... . 
2 D. Mann, McGill . ..... .. .......... . ... . 
2 F. Moore, McGill . . . .. ..... .. .......... . 
5 R. Clark, New Hampshire . ............. . 
6 E. Gignac, Middlebury . ... ............. . 

SLALOM 

1 R. Durrance, Dartmouth . . .. ...... . ..... . 
2 R. Johannsen, McGill . ................. . 
3 R. Townsend, McGill .. . ............. .. . 
4 F . Moore, McGill . .......... ...... ...... . 
5 R. Clark, New Hampshire . ............. . 6{N. Ball, New Hampshire . .... ........ .. . 
6 R. Skinner, Dartmoulh .. ......... .... .. . 

136.8 
133.8 
132.9 
132.8 
131.0 
130.0 

1 :38 :51 
1:40:18 
1:44:17 
1 :45:30 
1 :48:39 
1 :50 :40 

289.8 
282.8 
257.0 
256.7 
242.5 
241.0 

1:00.3 
1 :01.3 
1 :01.3 
1 :01.3 
1 :03.1 
1 :04.4 

1 :21.2 
1:27.0 
1 :28.5 
1 :29.1 
1:29.3 
1 :30.4 
1 :30.4 
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